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PREFACE. 

The first part of the first volume of the Journal of the Ameri- 
can Oriental Society was published in 1843, and the volume, 

consisting of four parts, was completed in 1849. 
Publications Untn lg96 the Journal wag iggued in partg or 

. whole volumes at irregular intervals as there was 

matter in hand, or as the resources of the Society 
permitted.* Beginning with vol. 18 (1897), one volume has been 
published each year, in two semi-annual parts with continuous 
pagination.! It was the aim of the Society from the beginning 
to print in its Journal only serious contributions to learning of 
permanent value, and to this ideal it steadfastly adhered for half 
a century. Shorter investigations, discussions, and reviews pre- 
sented at the meetings of the Society were briefly noticed in the 
minutes of the meetings, or were printed in condensed abstracts ; 
and these in time grew into a separate publication, at first occa- 
sional, afterwards regular, under the title, Proceedings of the 
American Oriental Society. The following history of the Pro- 
ceedings was written by Professor W. D. Whitney in 1891, at 
a time when the question of changing the form of the Society's 
publications was under discussion : 

" Of the doings at the Society's earliest meetings, down to May 1847, 
only separate items are made public in the first numbers of the Journal ; 
but in No. 4 of vol. 1, under Prof. Salisbury's administration, begins the 
insertion of regular brief reports, under the title of " Proceedings," or 
(in vols. 4-6) of " Select Minutes": vol. 1 includes such for May 1847 to 
Oct. 1848; vol. 2 for 1849 to 1850; in vol. 3 the matter is curiously 
omitted, so that the meetings of 1851-1852 (except Oct. 1852 : see below) 



* 1 1843-1849 ; 


T 1862 ; 


13 1889 ; 


2 1851 ; 


8 1866; 


14 1890; 


3 1852-1853 ; 


9 1871; 


15 1893; 


4 1853-1854 ; 


10 1872-1880 ; 


16 1894-1896; 


5 1855-1856; 


11 1882-1885; 


17 1896. 


6 1860; 


18 1881 ; 





t 18 1897 ; 20 1899 ; 22 1901. 

19 1898 ; 21 1900 ; 

19 i. (Whitney Memorial Volume) and 19 ii. are paged independently. 
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have no printed record ; vol. 4 contains the meetings of 1853 and May 
1854 ; vol. 5, of Oct. 1854 and of 1855-1856 ; and vol. 6 finally, those of 
1857-1859 and of May 1860. The beginning of the "Proceedings" as a 
separate publication was made in Oct. 1852, when for a meeting more 
than usually full and interesting a special pamphlet of 11 pages was 
issued and sent to members (and perhaps others) ; and the same thing 
was done again in May 1853 (15 pages). Next follows an intermission of 
four and a half years, nine meetings, of which there is no other printed 
record than the very brief one in the form of "Select Minutes," as 
stated above. Then, with May 1858, begins a new series of separate issues 
for the meetings, and these have been (with the exception only of May 
1860) kept up without intermission till the present time. They were, 
however, at first (like the issues for Oct. 1853 and May 1853) not regarded 
as standing in any connection with the Journal, but as independent 
casual issues, and the same meetings were again reported, very briefly, 
in the Journal ; the pamphlets for 1858 and 1859 were scanty things of 
only 8 to 10 pages each, and separately paged ; but in Oct. 1860 the new 
plan was adopted of repeating them in the Journal, with altered con- 
tinuous paging, and the volumes, from 1 on (except vol. 12), have con- 
tained such supplements." 

With vol. 17 (1896) the separate publication and pagination of 
the Proceedings was discontinued, and since vol. 18 the Proceed- 
ings, published usually in the Second Half of each annual vol- 
ume, have contained only the record of the meetings of the 
Society, with the list of members, and the like, but no abstract 
of the papers presented. 

The present Index includes the first twenty volumes of the 
Journal, the Proceedings printed or reprinted with the Journal 
in these volumes, and the separate Proceedings of the meetings 
of Oct. 1852, May 1853, May 1858, Oct. 1858, May 1859; of the 
pamphlet containing the Proceedings of Oct. 1859 no copy could 
be found. 

In the first division of the Index will be found the names of 
all contributors to the Journal or Proceedings, including corre- 
spondents. The contributions of each author are 
. ' arranged chronologically ; the date which is given 
is that of presentation, or — in the case of foreign 
correspondents — the date of writing. Since the purpose of this 
list is not bibliographical, the original titles have been expanded 
when they did not seem to make sufficiently clear the subject or 
scope of the article. For the many short communications printed 
in the Proceedings without titles, descriptive entry titles have 
been provided. Since the contributions vary greatly in length — 
from a few lines of the Proceedings to a whole volume of the 
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Journal — it seemed desirable to show the extent of each article 
by giving the limiting pages. Under the system of publica- 
tion which obtained from 1852 to 1896 a paper was frequently 
printed first in abstract in the Proceedings and afterwards at 
length in the Journal ; in these cases the reference to the Pro- 
ceedings is enclosed in parentheses. 

The Index of Subjects is meant to serve two purposes : first, 
to enable the user to find by title or subject any article or note 

T , T _ in the Journal or Proceedings; and, second, to 

„ , . ' enable him to discover what has been published 
Subiects. -,-,&• ,..,... 

by the (society upon a subject in the investigation 

of which he may be engaged. To the latter end the Index pre- 
sents an analysis of the contents of the Journal and Proceedings 
under general heads suggested by the material itself or by the 
main interests of Oriental studies.* The subdivisions under 
these heads are determined by similar considerations, and the 
entries — made as significant as possible — are arranged topically, 
not alphabetically; see e. g. Assyria, Astronomy, Atharva- 
Veda, Inscriptions, Religion, Sanskrit, etc. This plan makes 
repetition unavoidable ; and complete repetition of single entries 
has always been preferred to cross-reference, while cross-refer- 
ences have been freely made between the main groups and their 
subdivisions. 

All articles and notes, however brief, that have appeared in the 
Journal or Proceedings are indexed by title and subject, and of 
many of the longer and more important articles an analysis is 
added (see, e. g., Arakan, al-GHAzzALi, Gypsies, Music, Arab, 
etc.). A complete index to the contents of the more than 10,000 
pages in these twenty volumes has not been undertaken. Some 
articles, especially in the earlier volumes, give only a survey 
— frequently at second hand — of the state of learning at the 
time, and would not now be consulted for information on the 
subjects of which they treat; much that is contained in others is 
matter of common and easily accessible knowledge, which no one 
would look up in such a place as the Journal, the recording of 
which in the Index would consequently serve no useful purpose. 
The contents of some articles again are sufficiently indicated by 
their titles, while others have full special indexes of their own (see 
below). The aim of the makers of the Index has been to include 

* A list of these heads will be found below, p. viii. 
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everything that seemed to be of actual scientific value or of 
importance in the history of learning ; to insert references to 
these matters in every place where they would be likely to be 
looked for; and to make the entries as full and as accurately 
descriptive as possible. In the difficult task of selection and 
classification they have availed themselves of the advice and 
assistance, freely given, of many members of the Society. 

The Index of Words commented on or explained contains but 
a few of the thousands of words that have been discussed in the 
_ , .__ Society's publications. All words which have 
__ , been the subject of articles or notes are entered 

in the Subject Index, and should be looked for 
there. Words contained in the Special Indexes, of which a list 
is given on page 83, or in the Word-lists and Vocabularies (page 
134 f.) are not repeated here. Index III. is therefore a supplement 
to the Subject Index, containing a selection of words not else- 
where entered. 

This explanation applies also to the Index of Passages, which 
Index IV. i g supplementary in the same way to the Subject 
Passages. Index and the Special Indexes. 
On page 83 will be found a list of Special Indexes to articles in 
the Journal and to works edited therein. As a general thing the 
Special matter contained in these indexes is not repeated 
Indexes. in the present Index ; an exception is made, how- 
ever, of matters in the spheres of civilization, history and religion. 
A condensed Index to the Doings of the Society, so far as they 
are contained in the printed Minutes and Proceedings, has been 
added, in the belief that it would be acceptable to 
Index V. those who are interested in the history of the 
Doings of the Society- The ] j sb f Proceedings (p. 1 50 f.) affords 
Society. a conven i ent means of ascertaining in what, volume 
of the Journal the Proceedings of the meeting of a given date 
are printed. 

In the Index of Authors the spelling of the author or editor in 
the Journal has sometimes been retained where it might in stricter 
consistency have been conformed to more recent 
Translitera- uge j n t j le indexes to Subjects and of Words it 
tion, etc. ^ ag necegsarv to a <3opt a uniform system, which 
in general agrees closely with the custom in the later volumes of 
the Journal; long vowels, however, in all languages, are marked 
with the macron rather than the circumflex. To reduce the 
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various methods of transcription which have at different times 
and by different authors been employed in the Journal to a com- 
mon standard has been a work of considerable difficulty ; and if 
some inconsistencies have escaped us, we are confident that they 
will be judged most leniently by those who have had experience 
in similar tasks. 

Abbreviations, except those usual for the books of the Bible, 
RV, AV., for Rig- Veda, Atharva-Veda, and a few others equally 
familiar, have been avoided. 

It should be noted that in vol. 11 page 149 of the Proceedings 
is, by an error of pagination, immediately followed by page 160, 
and that the numbers of pages 165-174 are repeated, so that 174 
is followed by a second 165-174. In the Index the latter are 
distinguished by a superior numeral, thus : 165", 166 a , etc. 

The Whitney Memorial Volume filling the place of the first 
half of vol. 19, the second half, which is paged independently, is 
distinguished as 19 ii. 

The volume numbers are printed in heavy-faced type ; the 
pages of the Proceedings (in the volumes of the Journal num- 
bered in Roman numerals) are designated by the abbreviation 
'Proa' and Arabic numerals; if the reference is in parenthesis it 
is to be understood that the communication was first reported in 
abstract in the Proceedings and subsequently in full in the 
Journal. 

The makers of the Index acknowledge with gratitude the 
advice and assistance they have received from many members of 
the Society, and especially the great obligations they are under 
to Dr. Louis H. Gray, Professor Hanns Oertel, and Professor 
Charles C. Torrey. Dr. Gray went through the articles on 
Iranian subjects and prepared slips on their contents (subjects, 
words, and passages); Professor Oertel did a like service for the 
articles on Indian subjects ; and Professor Torrey for a part of 
the Arabic ; and all three have assisted in the revision of the 
proofs. Without such expert aid in the selection of matters to 
be entered, the Index could not have been made. 

The collection of the material for the Index has been chiefly 
the work of Mary H. Moore; for the arrangement and the 
editorial supervision George F. Moore is responsible. 

Cambridge, Mass., March 26, 1902. 



